
 

 St. John Paul II Parish, Sellersburg IN  
The First Fifteen  

 
The Spiritual Life and Evangelization Commission asked that all parish meetings 
begin with a program we are calling “The First Fifteen.” We are asking all parish 
meetings to begin with a few minutes of faith sharing. One person in the group reads 
the reading provided below (which corresponds with this next week’s weekend 
readings) and everyone is given an opportunity to reflect and share on the readings. 
The questions below are simply a way to stimulate your reflection. You can use them 
or anything that strikes you about the word of God.  
 
Sunday, January 13, 2019  
Gospel Reading: Luke 3:15-16, 21-22  
The people were filled with expectation, and all were asking in their hearts whether John 
might be the Christ.  John answered them all saying, “I am baptizing you with water, but 
one mightier than I is coming.  I am not worthy to loosen the thongs of his sandal.  He 
will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.” 
After all the people had been baptized and Jesus also had been baptized and was 
praying, heaven was opened and the Holy Spirit descended upon him in bodily form like 
a dove.  And voice came from heaven,  “You are my beloved son; with you I am well 
pleased.” 
   
 
 
Questions to Ponder: 
In this week’s gospel we see Jesus being baptized by John.  As Jesus prays, the Holy Spirit 
descends upon him and the voice of God affirms his being and commissions him to begin 
his mission of salvation for the world. 

1. What have you been told or do you remember about your baptism? 
2. Do you like having baptisms at Mass? Why or why not? 
3. Do you feel that you are beloved by God? In what way do you feel this? 
4. Do you feel that you have a mission?     

 

End with the “Glory Be” 

“Glory be to the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, as it was in the beginning is 
now and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen” 


